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POLICY: STUDENT-ATHLETE DISCIPLINE Date: 
August 20, 2007 
Reviewed and updated: October 31, 2011 

 
 
Policy:  The Eastern Michigan University Department of Athletics believes that participation in 
intercollegiate athletics is a privilege.  The opportunity to represent EMU in athletic competition 
is one that must be respected.  In addition, the behavior and conduct of our student-athletes, as 
well as the Department of Athletics response to inappropriate behavior, contributes to the 
public’s image and impression of Eastern Michigan University.  The Department of Athletics has 
an obligation to uphold the integrity and values of Eastern Michigan University. 
 
Purpose:  The Student-Athlete Discipline Policy underscores the Department of Intercollegiate 
Athletics commitment to citizenship. 
 
Scope: This policy is designed to provide a clear statement of sanctions for inappropriate 
conduct by student-athletes in the areas of: 

− Hazing 
− Gambling 
− Misdemeanor Arrest, Charge, Conviction or Plea of No Contest 
− Felony Arrest and/or Charge, Conviction or Plea of No Contest 

 
The student-athlete shall receive a written notice confirming any and all disciplinary sanctions 
imposed pursuant to this policy. 
 
This policy does not cover individual team rules as established by the head coach of each sport.  
The head coach, in conjunction with their primary sports administrator, will develop team rules 
and policies that promote Eastern Michigan University student-athletes as positive role models 
within our academic and athletic communities. 
 
Procedure:  
 
HAZING 
The Department of Athletics fully supports Eastern Michigan University Student Conduct Code 
and the institutional position on hazing contained therein.  All intercollegiate programs, coaches, 
student-athletes, and support personnel are required to adhere to the letter and spirit of the 
institutional hazing policy. 
 
GAMBLING 
Eastern Michigan University recognizes the seriousness of gambling and game fixing.  The 
institution supports the NCAA rules and regulations relating to gambling activities outlined in 
NCAA Bylaw 10.3, and the sanctions detailed in NCAA Bylaw 10.4.  Moreover, Eastern 
Michigan University’s Student Conduct Code prohibits gambling. 
 
Any student-athlete arrested or charged with a crime involving gambling or game fixing under 
Michigan law or any other jurisdictional equivalent, shall be suspended automatically from 
practice and playing privileges until the charges are dropped, dismissed or otherwise resolved.  
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The student-athlete may appeal this decision pursuant to the Appeals Procedure found in this 
policy. 
 
Furthermore, any student-athlete who has been convicted or pleads no contest to a crime 
involving gambling or game fixing shall be permanently dismissed from the team. The student-
athlete’s right to retain his/her grant-in-aid for the remainder of the academic year will be 
determined on a case-by-case basis.  The Department of Athletics shall recommend nonrenewal 
of the scholarship in the Office of Financial Aid for any succeeding academic years.  The 
student-athlete may appeal this decision pursuant to the Appeals Procedure found in this policy. 
 
MISDEMEANOR ARREST, CHARGE, CONVICTION OR PLEA OF NO CONTEST 
Any student-athlete who is arrested, charged, convicted or pleads no contest to a misdemeanor 
charge (other than gambling or game fixing and other than minor traffic infractions) will be 
subject to a review process.  The Director of Intercollegiate Athletics will review the charges and 
all of the surrounding circumstances. The Director of Intercollegiate Athletics may then impose 
sanctions.  The factors which will be considered include, but are not limited to:   
 

− Nature of charge (violent or nonviolent) 
− Prior behavior 
− Self disclosure of the violation 
− Cooperation during the investigation 
− Alcohol and/or drug use 
− Consistency with regard to handling of other cases 

 
The Director of Intercollegiate Athletics may then impose sanctions that may include, but are not 
limited to: 

− Warning 
− Probation 
− Community Service 
− Restricted use of athletic services or facilities 
− Suspension from play and/or practice for a specified period of time 
− Dismissal from the team 

 
This review process will be utilized when the Office of the Director of Intercollegiate Athletics 
first learns of the arrest and/or charge.  This review process will be utilized again, in its entirety, 
if there is a conviction and/or plea of no contest resulting from the arrest and/or charge.  The 
student-athlete may appeal any decision made pursuant to this review process by following the 
Appeals Procedure outlined in this policy. 
 
FELONY CHARGE 
Any student-athlete charged with a felony, or with a crime involving gambling or game fixing 
under Michigan law or any other jurisdictional equivalent, shall be suspended automatically from 
practice and playing privileges until the charges are dropped, dismissed or otherwise resolved.  
The student-athlete may appeal this decision pursuant to the Appeals Procedure outlined in this 
policy. 
 



Next Review Date:   Page 3 of 3  

 
FELONY CONVICTION OR PLEA OF NO CONTEST 
Any student-athlete convicted of or pleading no contest to a felony charge or a gambling or game 
fixing charge under Michigan law or any other jurisdictional equivalent shall be permanently 
dismissed from the team.  The student-athlete’s right to retain his/her grant-in-aid for the 
remainder of the academic year will be determined on a case-by-case basis.  The Department of 
Athletics shall recommend nonrenewal of the scholarship to the Office of Financial Aid for any 
succeeding academic years.  The student-athlete may appeal this decision pursuant to the 
Appeals Procedure outlined in this policy. 
 
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY STUDENT CONDUCT CODE 
At the discretion of the Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, the process outlined for 
misdemeanor arrest, charge, conviction and/or plea of no contest may be followed in the event 
that a student-athlete is found responsible of a violation of the Eastern Michigan University 
Student Conduct Code.  Any conduct by a student-athlete that is a violation of the University’s 
Student Code of Conduct will be referred to the Student Judicial Services office for campus 
disciplinary action, in addition to any action taken by the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics. 
 
PRIVACY 
Any disclosure of sanctions will be made in accordance with Federal law. 
 
APPEAL PROCEDURE 
Any student-athlete sanctioned under these procedures may appeal within five (5) business days 
of the date of the written notice confirming the disciplinary sanctions.  The appeal should be 
made in writing to the Director of Intercollegiate Athletics.  An Appeal Committee will review 
all facts and extenuating circumstances.  All appeal requests will be reviewed by the Appeal 
Committee.  The Appeal Committee shall consist of: 
 
− The NCAA Faculty Athletics Representative 
− The Chair, Intercollegiate Athletics Advisory Committee 
− The Associate Athletics Director/Compliance & Special Projects 
 
The Appeal Committee will issue its decision within five (5) business days of the appeal.  The 
decision of the Appeal Committee will be final. 
 
Related Documents:  
 
Eastern Michigan University Student Conduct Code 
 
References: 
 
NCAA Bylaw 10.1 
 
 
 
 


